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NEWS 


Local officials feel Illinois bill is aimed at Madison 
County Republican Jay Keeven 


Bill to eliminate ‘slated’ General Assembly candidates awaits JB Pritzker's action 


By Scott Cousins, Staff writer 
May 3, 2024 
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Troy City Administrator and former Edwardsville Police Chief Jay Keeven announces his candidacy as a 
Republican for the 112th Illinois House with family members behind him at the open area between the 
Madison County Administration Building and Courthouse in Edwardsville on Monday, April 15, 2024. The 
seat is now occupied by Democrat Katie Stuart. 


Scott Cousins 


SPRINGFIELD — A bill passed through the Illinois House and Illinois Senate has 
opponents claiming it was specifically aimed at keeping a Madison County 


Republican off the ballot for a General Assembly seat 


It passed in the Illinois House on Wednesday and the Senate on Thursday. 
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supporters, some Republicans, including Jay Keeven, who was recently slated by 
Madison County Republicans to oppose incumbent Rep. Katie Stuart, D-Collinsville, 


referred to it as the “Katie Stuart Protection Act." 
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If signed by Illinois Governor JB Pritzker, the bill would take effect immediately, 


impacting the current election cycle. 


On Thursday, Keeven’s supporters held several petition-signing events, and Keeven 


gathered enough signatures to run as a write-in candidate. 
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State Rep. Jay Hoffman, D-Swansea, smiles on the House floor after Republicans chose not to debate his 
proposed election law changes, instead voting present then leaving the chamber for a news conference. 
Capitol News Illinois/Jerry Nowicki 


“| want to thank my supporters and my team who were able to rally so quickly to 
gather the required signatures,” Keeven said in a written statement. “Now that | 
have filed petitions with 828 signatures, | look forward to continuing to meet voters 


in the 112th District and earn their support in November.” 
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In addition to slating, it makes other changes to election law and adds three 


nonbinding referendums to the Nov. 5 ballot. 


The bill originally dealt with the Illinois Department of Children & Family Services, 
but it was edited by State Rep. Jay Hoffman, D-Swansea, and replaced with the new 


language on May 1. 


“Voters rightly expect to be able to question candidates, to get to know them, and to 
learn their views on the issues that matter most,” Hoffman said in a statement. “But 
in recent years, party insiders across Illinois have dramatically increased their use of 
a backroom process of appointing candidates to the ballot at the last minute, 
circumventing the primary process and giving voters less opportunity to make 


informed decisions." 


Neither Keeven nor any other Republican entered the Illinois Primary for the 112th 
District. Keeven, a former Illinois State Police officer and Edwardsville police chief, 
announced his candidacy on April 15 after the Madison County Republican Party 


met earlier that day to slate him as their party's opponent against Stuart. 
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State Rep. Katie Stuart speaks during the annual Madison County Democratic Party's JFK Dinner, held 
Nov. 9, 2023, at Julia's Banquet Center in East Alton. 
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“Everyone supports candidates’ right to circulate petitions and face voters in a 
primary, to run as a write-in candidate and earn support from voters, or to do the 


work to run as an independent candidate,” Stuart said in a written statement on 
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SB2412. “What's not acceptable is to have party bosses circumvent the democratic 


process by appointing candidates to the ballot at the last minute.” 


The last day to slate candidates in Madison County is June 3. 


Madison County Republican Party Chair Ray Wesley released a statement with 


concerns about this bill being pointed at Madison County. 
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“The passage of SB2412 in the House of Representatives yesterday is yet another 
attempt at election interference by the Democratic Party to protect vulnerable 
candidates in areas where they have become increasingly unpopular due to their 
radical policies,” Wesley said in a written statement. “The practice of slating 
candidates has been a part of the fair elections process for many years. Only now, 
when the Democrats have an unpopular platform in Madison County is this type of 


trickery in their strategic plan.” 
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Madison County Republican Party Chairman Ray Wesley speaks Thursday, April 11,2024, during the annual 
Lincoln Day Dinner, a fundraiser and social event for the Madison County Republican Party. 
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Local Republican state Sens. Erica Harriss, R-Glen Carbon, and Jason Plummer, R- 


Edwardsville, were also critical of the bill. 
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“Illinois deserves elected officials who are open and honest with the public,” Harriss 
said in a written statement. “This last-minute ploy to jam Senate Bill 2412 through in 
24 hours, rewriting our election laws in the middle of an election year, will be one 


more reason for voters to lose trust in our democracy." 
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Plummer echoed that. 


“This is one more move in a recent strategy of partisan power grabs by the majority 
party who want to subvert the democratic process by ignoring the will of the voters 
in the Metro East,” he said in a written statement. “If they don’t like the results of 
elections, they gerrymander and they rewrite election law rules. This time, it’s even 
worse, because they are attempting to change the rules in the middle of an election 
cycle. This is just another purely partisan power grab by the super majority party to 


try to stack the deck against the will of the voters.” 


In the Senate Executive Committee, Republican Leader John Curran, of Downers 


Grove, argued Wednesday that changing the rules in the middle of an election cycle 


https://www.thetelegraph.com/news/article/jay-keeven-madison-county-republican-party-19435887.php 


10/16 


5/20/24, 2:57 PM Local officials feel Illinois bill aimed at Madison County Republican 


would be unfair to potential candidates who are operating under existing rules. 


Illinois Senate President Don Harmon, D-Oak Park, discusses a settlement between business and labor to 
eliminate a $1.8 billion debt in the state's Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund on Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2022, 
in Springfield, Ill. 
John O'Connor/AP 


“There’s a lot of talk around the country about stealing elections,” Curran said. “And 
the faith in the democratic process has been shaken a bit around the country. | 
believe Illinois would be adding to that, really, national problem, if it took that step 
here and changed the rules midstream rather than just waiting to the next election 


cycle.” 
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But Senate President Don Harmon, D-Oak Park, noted there are other ways to get 


on the ballot after the primary has passed. 


“A candidate who would want to run for General Assembly seat after the primary 
will have to run, as they can today, as an independent or a third-party candidate,” 
Harmon said. “They would no longer be able to appeal to the local party bosses to 


have them installed as the candidate of a major political party.” 


Some information for this story provided by Capitol News Illinois, is a nonprofit, 


nonpartisan news service covering state government. 
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Scott Cousins 
REPORTER 


Trained as a photojournalist, Scott Cousins has 40 years of experience covering all aspects of 
news, primarily in the Metro East. His primary beats for The Telegraph in Alton include Madison 
County government and criminal filings, and he remains committed to the idea that a 
newspaper's first responsibility is to inform the public about what government is doing. 
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